
Today
100 Congressladies, Soon.

A Spot-Changi- Leopard.

Toasts for the Kaiser.
And Other Trhialities.

How will Congress look and act
with a hundred women sitting
there, representing every State in
the Union?

There is ONE woman in Con-

gress now. It is.no compliment to
say that she ranks 100 per cent
above the Congresssional average
& every way.

Many other women will be In
Congress, and In the office of
mayor, and directing public
schools, and voting to protect the
pocketbooks of American mothers
from THE THIEVERY pF AMERI-
CAN TRUSTS.

Ninety per cent of government Is
housekeeping and women are
good housekeepers.

Fifty per cent of the government
problem now outside of war .Is trust
robbery. Women's votes will at-
tend to that. ,--

The fixed habit is hard to break.
We have some valuable gentle-

men serving "Shelr country "for
one dollar a These are dis-
tinguished citizens. The great
asset of the nation is the dis-
tinguished citizen. 1

Many of these
gentlemen have been convinced
from the cradle that the interest
of the nation was THEIR interest

In other words, their" minds have
learned to .believe that when they
serve THEMSELVES .they serve
the nation.

Have they lost that mental habit?
lorr many of them are now auto-

matically serving, themselves,
still convinced that they are serv-
ing the nation? .

For .two cents a week, these big
ones of, finance and industry' serve.'
Bnt what are they REALLY
8ERVTNQ?

Is it possible that fewer of these
gentlemen and

more workers of another kind
would "he an" improvement? ,

"What Is, the sound basis for as-
suming .that men whose lives and
efforts .have hitherto been entirely
selfish win suddenly change? "We
ask; for Information.

Jeremiah asked, "Can the leop-

ard change ?" He can
by getting' up from one spot and
moving to another. It might help
some national problems if a few
of the gentlemen
would get up from their "present
spots in Government .offices! and
move to another hack 'WWvlJ
ourcw .ior insijince. -

- - tsu r - - - ,;sJS-.rit'ieeie- sL

The diseoveiv or a fester- - 1

German rmlnea. flatting in the j
wafer on die Augfr-diar- t, .epast
will interest those in charge of
our coast. The power" of. the ship
uiat woraa invisiuic is axuj un-
derstood or appreciated- - We shall
have unpleasant surprises in-

evitably before the war ends. Com-
fort in the fact that the Kaiser
will also have an unpleasant sur-
prise, after the war.

Don't overlook the good things.
Secretary McAdoo's bureau of in-

surance for fighting men is a great
success andsa marvelous economy.

A quartetrof a million men are
taking out two billions of insur-
ance and paying a fair price,
something that nobody in the Unit-
ed States taking out insurance
ever did before.

General 'Byng says of American
soldiers that they are "earnest,
modest, helpful.' --This is praise
from a good soldier.

We'hope later to hear from' Gen-

eral Byng and others that Ameri-
can soldiers, in addition to belnc-earne-

modest, helpful, have still
the qualities that they used to
have namely the ability to beat
their enemy. That seems to be
lacking in this war, and some one
ought to supply it

"What happens when yon cap-

ture Trussians that have mur-
dered their officers on a sub-

marine? Are they prisoners of
war, or are they murderers, to be
punished as such when we catch
them?

The question arises with a re-
port thrjt an American battleship
took in charge a submarine which
it found floating on the surface, a
white flag above it. The officers
of the submarine, murdered by the
crew, were stretched out on deck.
The crew, discontented and
anxious to be captured,-- sur-
rendered.

High morality would say that
the crew are murderers and
should be punished for murder.

Common sense, of course, says
do nothing of the kind. Dont
discourage any intelligent Prus-
sian that knows enough to kill his
own officers and contribute his
submarine to the good cause of
civilization.

We think that common sense
will win. and that deserving rep-
resentatives of "kultur," deliver-
ing up and their dead
Prussian officers, will he told,
"bygones are bygones, and after
all what you have done is only
murder, and your own Emperor
seta you the example on the whole-

sale scale."

A spy is caught and in his trunk
".handwritten toasts to Emperor
William." It may amuse you- - to
wr'te to few toasts to Emperor
William, for Instance:

May you live long in prison.
Here s' t? you and all your fa-

milyin jail.
A merry life and a short one.
Here's a sail in your coffin.

WEATHER:
CLOUDY

AND
WARMER
TONI-GH-

NUMBER 10,387.

DENTIST TRIED
ITALIANS H
60,000 OFFOE

TO PIECES IN

BRAVE STAND

Attacked for Three Days by

Heavy Guns and Gases, Col.

Berrata's Men Hold Monte

Asolone.

Three Teuton division approxi-
mately 60,000 men were literally
cat .to .pieces by the Italians in the
German offensive against Colonel
Berretta and Monte Asolone, accord-
ing to Rome dispatches today.

Commanders of the Seventh and
Eighth Austrian 'brigades, and Gen-

eral Pfeffer, commander of the
i

Fourth Austrian division, have1 been
n.ywai j jn WUWJIWf VfHllCU (J&A2UI1- -.

.Regain Positions.
With the recapture of positions on

Monte Asolone the Italians have re-

established their positions over the
menaced portions of the Italian lines.

For three days the defenders fought
under a terrific artillery Ore" and
against asphyxiating Eases. Losses
on both sides were enormous.

The Invaders are forcing the women
and children of the city of Udlne to
work in the fields from 4 o'clock in
.the morning- - until 8 at night, with
a half; hour of Test In the morning, an
ftnur and a bill, at 'noon, and a half
.httufiln" the afternoon, according to

' mM 'pi- - j
The penalty for refusin gto work is

aIx,months' Imprisonment, not to be
Inflicted, however, until after the ter-

mination of the harvest. Dally flog-
gings of slow children and women,
some of thenr physically unable to
work.' a re reported by refugees escap.
lng tfj the Italian lines.

Tee Whu la As lac Valley.
A strong Teuton attack launched in

the western sector of the Asiago
valley, and Monte Vabello, resulted In
the penetration of the Italian lines by
a portion of the enemy, the war office
announced today.

"Out artillery raked their advance,
making heary Inroads upon them,
and they were forced to stop at our
rear positions." It was announced.

"Oar troops' counter-attac- k Is pro
gressing satisfactorily.

"Along- - the Flare at Veccbla. south
of Gradenle-o- , "detachments of

executed surprise attack
upon and drove beck lance parties of
the enemy who had succeeded In pass-
ing the right bank of the river, and
who made attempt to re-

tain their positions.'

GEN. KALEDINE RETIRES

AS LEADER OF REVOLT;

URGES NEW CHIEFTAIN

LONDON. Ted 24. Moscow dis-
patches today reported a declaration
of martial law by the Cossacks. Gen-
eral Kaledlne has formally retired
from his palace as military dictator
of the revolt against the Bolahevlkl.
urrinr choice by the rebels of a gov
ernment that would be representa-
tive of the whole people.

In the meantime, the Bolshevlkl
delegates to the peace conference at
Brest Utovsk were endeavoring to
patch up some sort of an understand

(Continued on Page 3, Column 1.)

CLERK LIES DEAD

IN ROOM 24 HOURS

BEFORE DISCOVERY

Holding an unopened letter from
his eister the body of Edward M. y,

fifty-fir- e years old. for twenty
years a clerk In the office of the
auditor for the Postofflce Department,
was discovered this morning In his
room at 1502 Thirteenth street north-
west. He had been dead probably
twenty-fou- r hoars from an attack of
heart disease.

There wac nothing to excite sus-
picion In the ease, and Acting Coro-
ner Carr gave out a certificate of
death from natnral causes. Mrs. Mary
E. Hau, who keeps me rooming
house, and discovered the body, de-
clared that Deraarey had not been
seen since Saturday afternoon. He
returned to the house Saturday night,
and nothing was thought of It when
he did not turn up for meals Sun
day. When she went to summon him
this morning she found him dead.,

The dead man was a native of Still-
water, Minn. He hau lived at Mrs.
Hall'a. house or-tao yearaahe aald.

WASHINGTON,
j'tsBHWBKBS

EVENING, DECEMBER

TO BUY CYANIDE FOR SECRET BRIDE
FRANCE AND HER CHRISTMAS GUESTS
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HE'LL FORCE PEACE

WITH MAILED FISTi

AMSTERDAM. Dec. 24. The
German federal council has ap-

proved Chancellor Von 'Hert-lins- 's

peace conference, accord-i- n

to Berlin dispatch today.
Details of the plans were with-
held.

AMSTERDAM. Ic. JJ. "If thf
enemy does not want peace, then we
must bring peace to the world by the
battering of our Iron fist and our
shining sword," Kaiser Wilhrlm de-

clared In a speech to the second army.
"Despite three yeara of war and

suffering," the Kaiser continued, "our
old offensive spirit Is still effective."

"This Is shown. the Emperor add-
ed, "by our recent great victories In
Flanders and at Cambrel, where the
arrogant British first felt the crush-
ing power of our offensive blow.

The Kaiser, continuing, extravagant-
ly praised the tactics, strategy and
valor of the auccessful defense of his
troops on the west front-- He re-
ferred specifically to the defense
which German troops Interposed
"against the attempt to advance to-

ward Brussels," as the "most gigantic
feat in history."

--The year 1917," the Kaiser said,
"has proved that the German people
have in the Lord of Creation above
an unconditional and avowed ally, on
whom they can absolutely rely.

"Without Him all would have been
In vain."

The Kaiser's speech was made Sat-
urday to the second army, somewhere
on the west front.

Turn ir c cattidoi h u u. lJ. uniiiUiiij
L0STFR0M TRANSPORT

The sea has claimed two more Ameri-
can sailors.

Leo B. Murphy, Orovllle, Cat, and
George O. K. VIdahl. Arlington. N. J.,
second class seamen were lost overboard
from a transport December 17, the Navy
Department announced today.

PRIME MINISTER BORDEN

TO REST IN VIRGINIA

OTTAWA. Dec. 24. Pr"me Minister
Sir Itobert Borden, after several
months of strenuous labor, has left
for Virginia, where he will enjoy a
fortnights holiday.

He was accompanied by Lady

MONDAY

tObprrlrht: 1017: Br John T. McColriiMni.l

KiPP WORKS

STILL ffl .

Mm
Confidential advices from

usually reliable source abroad, reaching
here today confirm Uir report that the
Essen. Germany, munition works are
burning. The message Mid the fire had
Kjn ttln tttf nm llm. wlf,. n.l.1- -
wable damage and that ihe cause was
'unknown.'

Slme here think It might be incendiary.

SHOT IN QUARRE L

L, YUNG

MANRUSHEDHERE

Rushed here on P'.mlierri railway
train today David Piggin. aged twenty-f-

our, of Linden. Vs. lies wounded
in Moeopathlc Hospital, victims of a
shotgun wielded. It is said, by Elijah
Corder, twenty, of the same place.

The shooting, result of which
Flgfcln's right arm and breast were
torn bj? scores of shot, followed an
altercation between the two young
men at Corder's home. Headauarters
Detective Berman met Klggtn at Union
station as ne wan rnrrled from the
train In charge of his cousin, Bradford
Schowere. of Linden.

rue snenrr or Warren county
inrum.r wis tele-

phone! today that Miss Minnie Mar-
tin, who was with Flgglns at the
time or me snooting also was wound
ed. a number of shot entering her to" "" lungs. She was at-
tended by physicians in Linden.

The sheriff said the girl went to toCorder's home and asked Flgglns to
accompany her away from the place.
In the altercation whl-- followed, the
sheriff states. Corder was stabbed.Flgglns and the girl then left the
house. Before they reached the gate, aCorder Is alleged to have appeared
In the doorway with shotgun. He
rLred a..flf5'n. and " or- - the he

girl.
Corder Is now n Jail at Front hoRoyal charged with 'hooting withIntent to kill.

NAMED INSTITUTE HEAD.
NKW YORK, n-- c si Tnt neJames K. Gregg, of pi.i..u ,...
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D0DHEDD1
Facing expulsion from the Seventh

Day Advcntista' church for "disappear
ing" a few minutes before he was to
be married to Miss Lola Gertrude
French, Carl Louis Ahrens, honor man
of Washington Missionary College, Is
expected to demand a public trial by
the elders at Takoma Fark, D. C.
Friends of the "missing bridegroom"
today declared this to be his attitude.

Ahrens Is still at the home of his
sister In Little Valley, N. T.

The story of the young man's behav
ior, published yesterday in The Times
In the form of an official statement of
what led up to the alleged "kidnap-
ing" of Ahrens, caused college chums
of the missing youth 'today to insist
ne is not to blame.

Trial AVin Be Here.
If Ahrens Is placed on trial, it will

be In Takoma Tark. He Is a member
of the College-Sanitariu- Church at
that place. Prof. B. F. Machlan, presi-
dent of the Washington Missionary
College, Is the elder of that church.

I'rof. Machien todar aald that n,ii
word la received from Aherns he will
oibao uw iiiu.o iu investigate any al-legations that have been made aboutthe strange disappearance of his
honor student. The president said he
was surprised, in view of the diverg-
ent stories told, that Ahrens had not
come forward In person or In a writ-
ten statement explaining fully his
side of the affair.

Friend Defeads Jllra.
A friend of Ahrens, who asked that

his name be withheld, today said:
"Voung Ahrens was moved by the

best of Christian motives. It waa an
outrage to expect him to marry a
woman he did not love. He declared
that as his view to us. We agreed
with him. What happened will be
told In due course. Meanwhile, those
who thought well of Ahrens continue

stand by him. He has a host of
defenders In Takoma Park. Few of
the womenfolks up here believe him

have committed a wrong In this
affair- -

"May we use your turner he was
asked.

--If Mr. Ahrens Is expelled from the
church without a fair hearing, at least

hair doten oi tne active men of this
college wil come forward and stand
bj-- him. In that event my name will

Immediately known, as I will be
the first to come forward and testify

Is the victim of misplaced Judg-
ment. That'a all I care to say now."

NOTED SCULPTOR DIES.
S'BWrOUT. a I-- Dec. 24. William

Or-'- nf Turner, eighty four, died yes
terday at tils home Mere. Hi was

has been named principal of' Hamp- - not'd aculptor, one of his works
Institute. Va, to ,UCCM- - Ule Inr the memorial here to Commodore

Dt. Is. S. SiliseH, 1" j rty, h,ro of Lake Erie.

WFLL WORK

fl CLERKS'

RAISE, PLEDGE

10? SMS
Government Employes' Leaders

Give Out 145 Letters 'From

Legislators, Great Majority

PromMig Support.

H...M.McEtttirC president of the
Federation of FederatEmployes, and
Thomas F. Flaherty, secretary of
the National Federation of Postal
Employes, today gave their' Christ
mas mesea'te of good cheer to the
Government clerics gtrivlhjr for high
er "waits. Letters received by these
two leaders from 145 Senators.! and
Congressmen, in which most of them
pledged their aid. to the clerks, were
today given The Times for publica;
turn.

As result of these letters, lead-
ers of the campaign are inclined to-

ward, the, belief that the, outlook for
success is dearer and brighter today
than ever before. Opinions from
members of the Omgressional com-

)nittee in charge of the" increases
for Government employes have hith
erto shown that success could rea
sonahly.be hoped for. y .

:Newe Tbo GaeeT tar Keen.
Cl! cfh.iW liA.f.' 'Ml-- U.

Carta FlaheTtyfrJ-jjeiC- j
Tuey in'ns; uterr- newa is ioo gooa
to keep especially at ChrUtma.

Ot- - ih 115 Senators and Congress-
men who have written either' to Mr.
HcLarln or to Mr.- - Flaherty In re-

gard to the bills now pending. 107

have pledged themselves to support.
actively and to the limit of their
abilities, the Increases asked by the
clerks. Out of 127 Congressmen only
thirty-on-e failed positively to pledge
their support; Of the nineteen Sena
tors heard, from, eleven were out
spoken in their Intentions to aid the
clerks. There Is not one In which
any opposition to any of the bills
favored by the clerks waa voiced.

Mr. McLarln wrota the Congress-
men asking their support of the
Keating bill, providing for an In-

crease for all Government and Dis-

trict .employee on a scale graduated
frtm S to 30 per cent. This Is the
bill officially supported by organized
labor. A number of Congressmen
have gone so far as to state that
they will work toward allowing the
clerks a greater Increase than is pro-
vided by the Keating bllL

Mr. Flaherty wrote the Congress
men In behalf of the Madden bill,
which provides for a reclassification

(Continued on Page 3, Column 1.)

LIFE A SWINDLE,

LAWYER WRITES

IN SU CIDE NOTE

NEW TORK. Dec 24. Christmas
time and "no friends. was too much
for J. C Larson, an attorney, formerly
of Kingston. N. T. His body was
found In his room at the Broadway
Central Hotel today, a bullet through
his temple.

The dead attorney left ISO to be
used for cremation of his body, IS
for his hotel bill, and SO cents' for
telegram to his father, 321 Hasbrouck I

avenue, Kingston. N. v.. Informing I

him that "your son died suddenly." 1

On the table in his room waa found
this note:

"I have had many adventures In
many lands now I am about to take
the great adventure. I am alck and
tired of the swindle that Is called
life."

Despondency In his conduct had
been noted by Larson's frlende dun
ing the past feew days.

Z4XZ7mWmj&'?&?Z

PRICE WITHIJ niSTRICT OF 1.

Dentist Husband
of Secret Bride

KvTMHB

DB.-- . J. JOHNSON.
who is under.arrestrfbi- - the" death of

his .three-month- s' bride.

u: S. TROOPS TO

MYBH,
SAYS: BAKER

That the American armies will soon
form the principal body of fresh
strategic reserves; on the battlefields
of Europe and will bear the, brant of
the fighting. Is the declaration made
today-- br 'Secretary of War "Baker in
JUS weelyrevewlyt tbewar. ThlaL
fact, he alsot aj-rr- rs UfolW-acpfe- -,

eiatdd hydi-enfrhj- -. nadv-cdnab- j for.j
the recflTHeafa-tle'r- s prepi3a

!J2Ilory to an intensive drira-On- ,

western front.
Secretary Baker also points out that

the Italian armies have successfully
repulsed the enemr along its lines,
and that as a result of this a move
ment is under way to cause a social
upheaval In' Italy similar to those in-
stigated In Russia. Serbia, and Itou-man-

If Cheek te War .Flaaa.
Germany Insidious Christmas

peace propaganda "should not for
moment induce us to slacken our
preparations for war," says Baker.
He points out clearly that Germany
now la trying to knock Italy out of
the fight, while at the same time she
la testing out the west front prelim!
nary to what has been heralded aaia
big offensive.

He warns, too, that America's por
tion of the struggle Is vast, and that:

"Our armies constitute the reserves
of victory."

Forerunner ef Drive.
On the subject of Teuton peace

feelers and America's task, the Sec-

retary trays:
"It would appear that as a fore-

runner to the German offensive her-
alded to be launched in the west.
an intensive peace propaganda is un-
der way."

Officials here see in the Ilusso-Germ- an

gathering at Brest-Lltov-

an effort by Germany to effect sep-

arate peace with Russia during the
holidays for the psychological effect
on other nations.

"Careful examination of the situa-
tion reveals that the enemy Is again
preparing to sue for "peace before
victory.'" Baker said.

"Information from various sources
confirms the reports tha the "Ser-ma- na

would have the world believe
that the military situation is such
that they are able to dictate the
terms of peace. They therefore
threaten that unless this dictated
peace Is accepted by the allied pow-
ers and ourselves, the German forces is
now being concentrated on the west-
ern front will break through the al
lied line In the west.

Similar Meve Last Tear.
"The various reports of Immediate

peace proposals by the Germans on
seemingly favorable terms should not
for a moment Induce us to slacken
our preparations for war.

It Is only necessary for us to re--
call that during the Christmas sea-
son of last year the Germans put
forth very similar peace rumors.

"In considering the general mili-
tary situation in its true light it
must be understood that the Germans
realize that within a short time our

(Continued on Page 2. Column 3.,
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NEW CLUE

DEVELOPED

IN POISON

Dead Girl Told Friend of
Strange Medicine Her Hus-

band Was Giving Her All-wi-

May d In.

RICHMOND. V- a- Dec 2L That
Dr. Lemuel J. Johnson, who Is unde
arrest here for the death by polsoa
of his secret bride of three month
sought, to purchase cyanide of potas-
sium is made certain by evident
made public by Detective Wiley this
mominjr. ,

This evidence the detective --fath
ered in Wilson, N. C where Johnsom
went after the death of the yemnx
girl who for three months had beta
his wife.

It is established that the sirl died
from the effects of cyanide, and it is
believed by inference that she 'took
the drat as a cart of tha --ul-
TBeht" which ,her doctor husbaad tm4dmmisterinr.

, Sickened by Capsule.
It has been learned from Mlsa llin-3- 4?Ian, the InUnuta Mmf,,?

constant companion -- ' JTgXt IWIi
Knight JobntoileaviC&Zt'ie dea-.tl- at.

5

her death, stated thaV tSVloct-r"n-

This is the- - first Intimation hadthat Mrs. Johnson mentioned thsource of the capsules. According te
Miss Jordan, the dead bride aald "Br.Johnson baa given ma some mora
medicine to take, and it U the worsthe has ever prescribed."

On Friday, befere her death aa
Saturday, December 0, MrsJohnson
toia Miss Jordan that "I took one ofthe capsules on Monday, and It mada
me sick. I don't have to take the
uuier one until Saturday night."

Johnson denied today with vehe-
mence that he had prescribed the cya-
nide poison capsules that killed hiswife, and said that he had no knowl-edge of the affair, further than whathe had seen in the press.

At no time. Dr. Johnson said, hadhe had any cyanide of potassium,
aside from that used at the medicalcollege for experimentation.

Johnson was placed early today In
the Jail hospital under the care of aphysician. He has not fully recov-
ered from the effects of the aconite
poison which he swallowed in a Wil-
son. N. C, hotel while en route to his
Middlesex home, after attending the
funeral or his secret bride hers lastThursday.

statements Ceatlet.
Detective Sergeant Johs'L. Wiley,

of Richmond, who went to Wilson and
took charge of the dentist, states
that from the hour he attempted sol-d- de

by taking poison last week until
today his remarks have been a series
of conflicting statements.

His every act. the detective de-
clared, has Indicated that his mind
is deranged, that he Is a mental as
well as a physical wreck. .Whether
this, condition Is due to the strain
of the events of the past weeks or is
assumed, the detectives have not beea
able to determine.

At the police headquarters. Joha- -
son, a small pale young man. appear
ed to be near a nervous breakdown
last night when brought in from Wil
son, and only slight improvement was
seen today" In his condition.

"I don't know why I have beea
brought here," said Johnson. "There

nothing wrong that I have doae
that I should, be held for."

Ceaeealed Marriage.
According to Wiley, who visited

Middlesex and Wilson, and traced the
movements of Dr. Johnson since the
death of his bride, Johnson freely
discussed the report that his wife had
suicided, but at no time did he admit
that he waa legally married to her.
To a number of persons Interviewed
by the detective Johnson made dis-
paraging statements of the young
woman's character.

A suitcase filled with letters and
small effects taken from the dentist's
hotel at Wilson shows that on last
Thursday morning, before swallowing
aconite In an errort to end his own
life, he wrote to a dosen or more
friends.

In every Instance be .said that he
had had a great misfortune: that ha
could not stand up under his troubles
any longer, and was "going to the
world above where trouble never
comee."

In a letter to. Miss Ollle WhUe,the
Middlesex girl to whom ha was en-- .
gaged, and to whom he gave a dia-
mond ring some time ago. ha wrota
that she waa the "only one that I
have ever loved."

Mis White is a teacher in a coun-
try school near Middlesex.

lllats at Charge.
The only letter in which. Dr. John-

son bints that he may be accused la
(Continued oa;Paga2, Column 8J
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